Hair-pulling, scratching, biting, tearing of clothes and smashing of furniture in these feminine rows replace the more brutal beatings of the street fights. Family feuds are carried on sometimes for weeks and months and the female contingent of the household sit by the window during the day watching for an unwary female enemy to venture out to the doorstep or the street so that he may be immediately set upon and chastised. Not in all cases, however, does the aggressor wait for the enemy to appear upon the public highway before the attack is begun. Many times the stronghold itself is invaded by force and the battle takes place within the home of the victim.
Few of the women are employed and those who are usually have some janitorial job at which they work only a few hours a day in the late afternoon or early evening. The In this neighborhood there is a large social center and as soon as a social worker assigned there discovers that this group does not want to be improved in any way, that they will not undertake serious work of any kind, just then and not before does her usefulness to the center and the group begin. She must learn that these people live truly on the very surface of life, in the foam and froth, untroubled by any deeper yearnings for greater self-development or complexity of existence, by any thoughts as to what may possibly lie under the exciting crest of the wave. To be of real service to these people the worker has to realize that at least the hours spent in the social center in games, dancing, amateur theatricals and so forth, are not spent in the unwholesome resorts of the neighborhoods, in the bad homes, nor in perfecting the arts of street brawling and highway banditry. In summer the free shower baths, the playground and the swimming pool of the center attract great throngs of the children of the neighborhood. The children upon whom this study is based were recruited from this host.
Selection of Children.
The children were selected for testing in an absolutely random fashion. Three or four at a time were sent upstairs, to the testing room, from the playground and neither age nor sex figured in their selection. Those right at hand or within easy calling distance at the moment were usually sent. Although no attempt was made to secure a certain number of cases at any age or of either sex, when the testing was completed it was found that of the 110 children examined, 56 were boys and 54 were girls. All ages between 5 and 16 years were represented. There were 2 five-year-olds, 10 six-yearolds, 23 seven-year-olds, 16 eight-year-olds, 10 nine-year-olds, 9 tenyear-olds, 6 eleven-year-olds, 6 twelve-year-olds, 12 thirteen-yearolds, 10 fourteen-year-olds, 2 fifteen-year-olds, and 4 sixteen-yearolds.
Tests Used.
The starred or shortened form of the Terman Revision of the Binet-Simon Scale was given to every child, the auditory, visual and reverse digit memory span, the learning span for one digit more than the true memory span, and the Witmer Cylinders. With His intelligence was way above the average for his group. His attention was excellent. He was well-oriented and his performances were qualitatively above the level of the group. He had been in school but half a year but had acquired full first grade proficiency in that time. The quality of his performances was so startling and so different from the rest of the group that at the close of the day's testing the social worker in charge was sought out and asked to furnish some information on the boy which might help to explain this difference from the group.
Her explanation cleared up many things. Although neither his name, looks, nor speech suggested it, the boy was of German parentage. Both his parents were born in Germany. The She was a very unusual child.
She appeared stupid, almost feebleminded and yet gave performances which were quantitatively and qualitatively excellent. Her particular assets were an excellent distribution of attention, a very good and substantial memory span, a high degree of trainability and a high intellectual level. She was very well-oriented and socially proficient. Her language ability was excellent.
While her mental processes were not amazingly quick, (they were inclined to be a little slow) they were very accurate, deliberate and clear-cut. She was highly educable as well as trainable. If ever appearances were against anyone they were against that girl. An interesting problem suggests itself as to how much the first impression she created will handicap her in life and how far her superior mentality will be able to compensate for this handicap. These children are attractive. They have personal magnetism, and they are very good company. They are entertaining and amusing. They are good fair weather friends but they cannot be counted on in an emergency nor will they remain loyal when "the call of the wild" urges them to some violence and destruction. They are very independent and will not willingly contract an obligation. That is, they will not accept things which require some return recognition on their part. There is no give and take?you do this and I will do that. On the other hand, they will take and take and take anything or any service which is understood to be absolutely free and will never indicate by word or deed that they appreciate it in any degree.
They are extremely clannish and will rally to the defense of the group at any time. They feel family ties strongly. Many of the older girls when called in for testing brought baby sisters or brothers with them. These babies had to be "parked" in another room while the tests were administered. These older girls are required to take the baby or babies of the family along with them and tend them all day long and apparently there is very little rebellion at being saddled with this burden. This is surprising when the generally rebellious and non-conformed nature of the group is considered.
There is another interesting characteristic of this group which soon becomes familiar to those who work with them for a very long period of time. They may mutilate or demolish the settlement house, public library or other civic improvement which has the misfortune to incur their displeasure at various odd times and feel that it is perfectly all right to do so. But Years.
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